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Overview of this discussion –

The focus

What’s not covered



Clinic Public 
Interest 
Lawyering

Administrative 
Law

Consumer 
Law

Homeless 
Persons 
Legal Clinic

Public 
Interest 
Research 

University Griffith 
University 
(since 2002)

Bond University 
(since 2005)

University of Qld
(since 2004)

University of Qld
(since 2006)

University of Qld
(since 2007)

Course 
work

Research and 
assess 

applications for 
public interest 
referral. Assist 
with QPILCH 

projects.

Provide legal 
services to 

disadvantaged 
people seeking 

assistance in 
challenging 
government 

decisions. 

Take 
instructions, 
manage files 

relating to 
consumer credit 

and financial 
services.

Assist volunteer 
lawyers and 
contribute to 
policy work 
relating to 

homelessness.

Prepare legal 
materials for the 

public, contribute 
to training and 

research agendas, 
assist with 

training activities 
and project 
evaluation.

Number 
of 

students

6 6 - 7 6 6 4 - 6

Attend 1 day/week

QPILCH office 

1 day/week 

QPILCH office

1 day/week 

QPILCH office

1 day/week 

QPILCH office

1 day/week 

QPILCH office

Assess File work  50%
Project  30%
Seminar 20%

File work 50%
Group project 20%

Seminar 30%

File work 50%
Research paper 
3000 words 40%
Publication 10%

Participation 20%
Research paper 

80%

Publications 40%
Research paper 
3000 words 40%

Seminar 20%



Clients 
including low 

income earners, 
prisoners, 

homeless people, 
self-represented 

litigants or 
refugees

Law firms, 
community 

legal centres, 
clearing 
houses

Law 
students 
and law 
schools



QPILCH is committed to providing relevant teaching and real 
experience to law students participating in our clinical legal 

education. We consider clinical legal education a very positive 
way of increasing students’ knowledge and skills and as a way 

to contribute to the future well-being of the profession in 
general, our focus is on providing effective services to the 

community.

QPILCH’s clinical programs are unique in that not only are the 
students immersed in a not-for-profit organisation, exposed to 

real life cases but also receive guidance from experienced 
practitioners, academics and the judiciary. The clinics attempt 

to fill gaps in service provision and mesh with the services 
provided by staff and member firms and barristers.



Exposure to areas of law not covered in traditional 
law degree
Increased awareness of “community law” and 
sources of assistance
Good induction
Positive interaction with relevant guests 
“Owning” the work and knowing it may be used 
in the real world – practical projects with real 
effects
Group work – opportunities for discussion with 
supervisor and other students
Repetition of topics through group discussions, 
seminars and guest presenters



Not giving students clear idea of expectations 
before and during clinic
Having unrealistic expectations 
Course assessment that doesn’t match goals



Be organised and respectful
Be clear about what you want the students to 
achieve 
Balancing time constraints and achieving 
outcomes



Challenges
Meeting the objectives of all stakeholders
Time and resource constraints

Triumphs
Real life legal experience for law students
Involvement of future lawyers in public interest and 
pro bono work
Benefits to resource-challenged service providers
Benefits to clients
Contribution to society


