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The Australian Pro Bono Centre is an 
independent, non-proǪt organisation 
that supports and promotes pro bono 
legal services.  

The Centre receives Ǫnancial assistance from the 
Federal Attorney-General®s Department and from the 
Departments of the Attorney-General in the States and 
Territories. Accommodation and other generous support 
is provided by the Faculty of Law at the University of New 
South Wales.  For more information visit the Centre®s 
website at: 
www.probonocentre.org.au

http://www.probonocentre.org.au










http://probonocentre.org.au/apbn/jun-2016/pro-bono-leaders-express-concern-legalassistance-sector-funding
http://probonocentre.org.au/apbn/jun-2016/pro-bono-leaders-express-concern-legalassistance-sector-funding
http://probonocentre.org.au/apbn/may-2016/commonwealth-considering-stronger-measures-evaluate-pro-bono-services


8

ANNUALR E P O R T  2 0 1 5²2 0 1 6

CEO®S REPORT

The Centre remains a small organisation with only four full-time equivalent staǨ but with the support of the 
University of New South Wales for our premises and particularly our law student interns and volunteers, our law 
Ǫrm pro bono leaders, and the many others who assist in our work, the Centre continues to fulǪl its mission to 
grow the capacity of the Australian legal profession to provide pro bono legal services. This is evidenced by the 
2016 Target report which marked the Ǫrst time since 2011 that signatories have collectively met the target of at 
least 35 hours of pro bono legal work per lawyer per week, representing an 8.3 per cent increase on the pro bono 
hours reported in FY2015. Pleasing is the reǬection that much of the growth comes from mid-size Ǫrms where 
the Centre has been directing much of its eǨort.

Under the banner of the Centre®s new identity, the Centre transitioned fully to its new website this year. This has 
been a substantial task, due to the challenge of presenting the extensive content in the most accessible way. The 
website now contains a large repository of knowledge ranging from past conference papers to summaries of case 
law and precedents, together with practical tools and guides such as the National Law Firm Directory and the 
much visited state-by-state ¯Links to Legal Help° pages. 

The 2016 Ǫnancial year was a year of consolidation and planning for 
the future. The commitment from the Commonwealth government 
to agree to fund the Centre for the period 2016-2020 was most 
welcome, and a similar ongoing commitment from the States 
and Territories for the next four years provided the opportunity 
for the Centre to plan for the future with conǪdence, following 
the uncertainty associated with three years of annual funding 
agreements.  

… the Centre 
continues to 
fulǪl its mission 
to grow the 
capacity of the 
Australian legal 
profession to 
provide pro 
bono legal 
services.
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SJOPPS

Social Justice Opportunities (SJOpps) 
is a highly successful web and social 
media platform that lists volunteer and 
paid roles in the legal assistance sector. 
Aimed at legal students and newly-
qualiǪed lawyers, this popular resource 
is updated 3²4 times a week, and often 
features up to 20 listings. It also provides 
student and career advice. 

In FY2016 the Social Justice 
Opportunities website (www.sjopps.
net.au) had 31,262 unique visitors and 
116,409 unique pageviews. 

SJOpps on Twitter (@SJOpps) had 2055 followers as at 30 June 2015 ³ representing 100 
new followers in 12 months ³ and 1851 tweets. On Facebook, Social Justice Opportunities 
had 2,127 ¯likes° as at 17 October 2016. 

The Centre also continues to distribute its Social Justice Opportunities career guide to law 
student career fairs around the country.

PATHWAYS FOR THOSE 
SEEKING PRO BONO 
ASSISTANCE
The Centre receives increasing numbers of phone calls and 
emails from community organisations and individuals seeking 
pro bono legal assistance. It is not the Centre®s role to make 
pro bono referrals to law Ǫrms or to provide legal advice. But we 
assist where we can by appropriately referring enquiries to pro 
bono referral organisations and schemes, legal aid commissions 
or CLCs, or sometimes just listening when the caller has been 
everywhere else and found no help! In FY2016 the Centre 
responded to over 300 of these enquiries ³ at least 40 more 
than in the previous year.

 I hope to practise in the criminal law Ǫeld upon 
completion of my degree and endeavour to do pro bono 
work in the future to increase access to justice across 
Australia. 

Jacqueline Wainwright, UNSW student intern at the Centre
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challenges under which they operate. Through earnest discussions 
a real transference of knowledge was clearly taking place. 
Exchanges between the ¯international experts° and lawyers from 
the region tested the assumptions of both, for example concerning 
the independence of prosecutorial decisions, the personal safety of 
lawyers, and the duty of a court to lawyers.

Two signiǪcant announcements were made during the conference 
week:

 Á the Independent Lawyers Association of Myanmar (ILAM) 
announced a date for the Ǫrst election for oǭcers to a central 
committee to shape the policies and directions of ILAM as a new 
independent bar association, which will also include a pro bono 
committee, and

 Á the launch of the ¯yellow ribbon° campaign by the Myanmar 
judiciary against the militarisation of the legal system, protesting 
against the practice of appointing former military oǭcers to 
judicial positions for which they are often unqualiǪed.

PROMOTING
PRO BONO LEGAL WORK

Top: Monica Taylor, UQ Pro Bono 
Centre and Scott McDougall, Caxton 

Legal Centre with UQ law students.

Middle: Leah Wortham, Catholic 
University of America with Lyn 

McMahon, Herbert Smith Freehills and 
Anne Chomputhong, BABSEA CLE.

Bottom: John Corker, Australian Pro 
Bono Centre and Thip Nouansyvong, 

BABSEA CLE welcoming guests to the 
conference.

Far right: Conference delegates at the 
SEALAW dinner.







30 ADVOCACY
ON ISSUES AFFECTING PRO BONO LEGAL WORK

LAW REFORM SUBMISSIONS

REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS REVIEW

In July 2015 the Centre made a submission to the Regional Telecommunications Independent 
Review Committee regarding the Regional Telecommunications Review Issues Paper (2015). The 
committee is established every three years to conduct a review into telecommunications services 
in RRR Australia.

The Centre submitted that, in its Review, the Committee should also speciǪcally consider how 
access to telecommunications infrastructure and services can facilitate access to pro bono and 
other free legal services, and access to justice for disadvantaged and marginalised Australians. 
The Centre primarily drew on research it had conducted for two conference papers (June 2015 
and April 2014) on the use of video conferencing technology in the delivery of pro bono legal 
services.

The Centre advocates for measures 
that facilitate, or remove barriers to, the 
provision of pro bono legal services.
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3333ABOUT

JOHN CORKER  
Chief Executive Oǭcer

AFTON FIFE  
Senior Policy Oǭcer 
(Parental leave Feb-Oct 2016)

SUE HUNT  
Policy Oǭcer 
(Acting Senior Policy Oǭcer, Feb-Oct 2016)

LUCY SUNMAN  
Policy Oǭcer, Feb-Oct 2016

DANIEL JACOBS  
Project Oǭcer

LUCY MARTIN 
Administrative Assistant 

In FY2016 the Centre also took Ǫve Interns through 
the UNSW Law School Social Justice Internship 
Program  and Ǫve student / graduate volunteers (see 
p 20). 
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